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installing signs throughout the Installation, es-
tablishing and rewiring a welcome center, as-
sisting in the construction and installation of
tent frames and even the installation of bed
frames and mattresses in the dormitories. His
overall work plan execution was magnificent
and he guided his personnel through 18 hour
work days, 7 days a week to get the work
done, while still maintaining tremendous mo-
rale throughout his work force.

Another monumental mission for which Mr.
Whitmore’s expertise and ingenuity ensured a
successful outcome was the role he played in
establishing the security of Fort Dix imme-
diately following the 9/11 terrorist attacks. This
was a daunting task since the Installation had
never been closed to through traffic in its 84-
year history. He assembled a crew and equip-
ment and worked with the police to close the
Installation in a matter of hours. His expertise
and unmatched knowledge of the Installation
ensured that the dozens of means of access
other than the main entry/exit points were
identified and blocked. He has continued
those efforts over the past 4 years to identify,
develop and execute major projects to convert
the temporary measures to permanent security
barriers to include the installation of a 3'%-
mile-long security fence.

Mr. Whitmore’s most recent accomplishment
pertains to the exceptional work he has done
on the development and execution of projects
to establish a Forward Operating Base, FOB,
to provide vital, realistic training to our soldiers
being mobilized in support of the Global War
on Terror. Steve planned and supervised the
construction of the FOB, which is the largest,
most complex FOB in the continental United
States. Based on his actions, the FOB was
built and maintained to a standard that allows
the FOB to house, service, and provide real-
istic field training to approximately 2000 mobi-
lizing soldiers at one time. Whether it was the
electrical system, which he designed and had
executed, the water and drain systems so that
the Soldiers could take showers, the heating
of the tents and even the clearing of the roads
when it snowed, he was the one who made it
all happen. Mr. Whitmore had the ideas, the
ability to bring the ideas to resolution and am-
bition, energy and interest to accomplish what-
ever was necessary to make the FOB a suc-
cess.

To this day he continues to provide the
oversight for all utility services. His knowledge
of the systems is legendary as is his ability to
trouble shoot and quickly correct all system
problems. He is a shining example of some-
one who adheres to the Army values in both
his professional and personnel life. A man of
strong resolve and unmatched abilities, Steve
is a true patriot worthy of our Nation’s thanks
and praise.

——————

TRIBUTE TO THE HONORABLE
WILLIAM LAWRENCE

HON. ANNA G. ESHOO

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, November 2, 2005

Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor William “Bill” Lawrence, retired letter
carrier and member of the National Associa-
tion of Letter Carriers, San Francisco Branch
214, who is being honored by the Letter Car-

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

riers at their Biannual Congressional Break-
fast.

Bill Lawrence began his service to our coun-
try when he enlisted in the Navy at the age of
16. After serving in China, he was honorably
discharged and settled in San Francisco in
1927. He worked for several years as a cable
car conductor, one of the few union jobs in
San Francisco at the time. In July 1938, he
began his career as a Letter Carrier, imme-
diately joining Branch 214 of the National As-
sociation of Letter Carriers. Bill served as Sec-
retary of Branch 214 for 6 years, and deliv-
ered mail on the streets of San Francisco for
35 years, until he retired at age 65.

In 1970, Bill Lawrence was elected to the
non-partisan City Council of nearby Brisbane,
California, and over the next two decades,
served twice as Mayor. After his tenure on the
City Council, Bill pursued his dedication to
public service as the Legislative Liaison for the
California State Association of Letter Carriers.
Bill has always said that his love of politics
stems from the rewarding feeling he gets from
helping people. Now at age 97, Bill continues
to delight children of all ages when he dresses
as Santa Claus during the holidays.

I've always been proud to call Bill Lawrence
my friend. He is a kind and generous man,
and without his support and that of his wife,
Honey Bee, | would not have been elected to
the San Mateo County Board of Supervisors
and to Congress.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in recognizing Bill Lawrence’s countless con-
tributions to our community and our country.
Because of him and his distinguished service,
we are unmistakably a better and more decent
nation.

RECOGNIZING THE ALL KIDS
HEALTH CARE PROGRAM OF IL-
LINOIS

HON. RAHM EMANUEL

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, November 2, 2005

Mr. EMANUEL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize lllinois Governor Rod Blagojevich
for establishing the All Kids health care pro-
gram, and the lllinois General Assembly for
passing this important initiative. This plan
makes lllinois the first State in the country to
provide comprehensive health insurance to
every child in the State.

The All Kids program will target the esti-
mated 253,000 uninsured children in lllinois;
providing coverage for children from working
families that earn too much to qualify for exist-
ing programs but not enough to purchase pri-
vate health insurance.

According to a National Health Interview
Survey, 39 percent of American children did
not visit a doctor in the past year, and 38 per-
cent have no regular facility to utilize for their
health care needs. Because their parents can-
not afford hospital bills, uninsured children are
six times as likely as insured children to have
serious health issues go untreated. As a re-
sult, they are at higher risk for hospitalizations
and missed diagnoses of serious illnesses. Im-
proved health care for children is not the only
benefit of this program. Studies show that chil-
dren with health insurance are more likely to
attend school consistently.
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Additionally, the grades and test scores for
insured children are substantially higher than
their uninsured peers.

By moving a majority of lllinois’ Medicaid
beneficiaries into a primary care case man-
agement program where every beneficiary has
their own family doctor, the State will save mil-
lions of dollars that will be used to pay for the
All Kids program and provide more lllinois chil-
dren with basic health care.

The State of lllinois has taken responsibility
for the children and their families who do not
have this critical coverage. The program en-
acted by the State of lllinois is set to begin in
July 2006.

With 45.8 million uninsured Americans in
2004, it is time to stop ignoring the problem
and to start taking action. | congratulate the II-
linois General Assembly and Governor
Blagojevich for a job well done, and | urge my
colleagues to take a look at what lllinois is
doing to help provide health care for children.

———————

FEDERAL HOUSING FINANCE
REFORM ACT OF 2005

SPEECH OF

HON. JEB HENSARLING

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, October 26, 2005

The House in Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union had under
consideration the bill (H.R. 1461) to reform
the regulation of certain housing-related

Government-sponsored enterprises, and for
other purposes:
Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Chairman, | first

want to thank the gentleman from Ohio (Mr.
OXLEY) and the gentleman from Louisiana (Mr.
BAKER) for their leadership in getting this bill,
H.R. 1461, to the House floor. Reforming the
regulatory structure for the housing GSEs has
clearly been a long time in the making.

| am going to vote for this legislation, and |
encourage my colleagues to do the same. |
believe that we must act as a body to move
this process forward, and work with the Sen-
ate to draft a bill that President Bush can sign
into law. We are all aware of the economic
damage that took place in the wake of other
corporate accounting scandals, be it Enron,
WorldCom or Tyco. It is important to remem-
ber that in terms of assets, Enron was only
about one-sixteenth the size that Fannie Mae
is today. WorldCom and Tyco were about one-
tenth the size of Fannie in terms of assets.
These facts cannot be ignored. Legislation is
long overdue.

However, | continue to have many concerns
about certain provisions in H.R. 1461 that |
believe could do more harm than good to our
housing markets. Primarily, | am concerned
that H.R. 1461 does not go far enough to pro-
tect our financial markets from the systemic
risk posed by the giant portfolio holdings of
Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac.

Federal Reserve Chairman Alan Greenspan
has warned us that without the needed restric-
tions on the size of Fannie and Freddie’s port-
folios, our ability to preserve safe and sound
financial markets is significantly put at risk.
H.R. 1461 would not give the new regulator
the necessary tools to appropriately limit the
size of the portfolios of these two institutions.
The combined retained portfolios of these two
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